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POTATO

Pimiento Pepper

See Peppers

Pindar

See Peanut

Pineapple Melon

See Melons

Popcorn

See Corn:  Popcorn

Potato

DESCRIPTION: The white or Irish po-
tato (Solarium tuberosum] is one of
the most popular vegetables grown in
America. It is a native of the high-
lands of Chile and Argentina, where
it grows wild. It was cultivated by
the Incas. The plants make a growth
of three feet, the branches sprawly,

the stems winged, and the compound
leaves having small oval leaflets with
a hairy surface. The flowers are bi-
sexed and borne in clusters, each
flower consisting of a five-pointed
corolla and calyx with a white to
purple color. The seed ball, if pres-
ent, is small and round. The tubers
are borne on the end of short stems
underground. The colors vary from
white to red, and the shapes from
long and slender to round. (See also

SWEET POTATO.)

TYPES AND VARIETIES : Potatoes may
be grouped into early and late va-
rieties. There are many varieties
available, and certain ones seem par-

ticularly adapted to certain locali-
ties. They may be sorted into eight
or ten groups according to color and
shape of the tubers and time of ma-
turity.

Among the early varieties may be
mentioned the Bliss Triumph, which
is a red, round potato, generally
grown in the Gulf states for early
market in the North, and maturing
in 70 days; the Irish Cobbler, a
round, white, rather rough potato,
which is grown along the Eastern
Seaboard on the heavier soils; the
Rose varieties, represented by the
Early and Late Rose, Manistee, and
many others, which are longer than
wide and somewhat flattened, with
pink skin and flesh, in many cases
suited to the lighter soils, and largely
grown in the northeastern states; and
the Early Ohio, a very early, oblong,
phik-skinned potato grown in the
north central states.

There are other varieties, beside
the Late Rose mentioned above,
which take longer to mature. The
Burbank, a medium-late potato, is
grown on the Pacific Coast and par-
ticularly in the inter-mountain irri-
gated sections. It is a long, cylindri-
cal, and slightly flattened type, con-
sidered the baking potato par excel-
lence. Green Mountain is an oblong,
flattened, white, medium-late type,
generally grown throughout the north
tier of states and southern Canada,
Carmen and Gold Coin are other
varieties of this type. These potatoes
require fertile, heavy soils. The Rural
is one of the older types, round and
flattened, shorter and somewhat later
than the Green Mountain and not so
popular. Rural New Yorker, Million
Dollar, and Rural Russet are simi-
lar varieties and are grown in the
same areas that grow the Green